
 
 

“Humanity has moved a step closer 

to wiping out our closest 

evolutionary relatives”1 
 

The Earth’s largest living primates2 the Eastern Gorilla, 

Gorilla beringei, live in the mountainous forests of 

eastern Congo, northwest Rwanda and southwest 

Uganda. During the past 20 years their populations 

have been “severely affected by human activity.”3 

Previous population estimates in 1995 recorded some 

16,900 individuals. A survey in 2015- discovered that 

this was now reduced to 3,800 - a loss of 77%.3 

 

As a result the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) has listed the Eastern Gorilla as Critically 

Endangered in its latest Red List of threatened species.1 

It’s a sad fact that humanity is driving the gorilla to 

extinction. The dramatic decline in their population has 

mainly been the result illegal hunting and other factors 

including agriculture, human diseases and Climate 

Change.3 

 

“Gorillas have been severely affected 

by human activities”3 
 

 

The 2016 IUCN Red List includes a survey of 82,954 

species of plants and animals. Of these an alarming 

23,928, or 28.8%, have been identified as being 

threatened with extinction.2 Many scientists have 

expressed alarm that a toxic mix of human activities is 

driving what has been termed the “sixth great 

extinction” of life on Earth 

 

“Each IUCN Red List update makes us 

realize just how quickly the global 

extinction crisis is escalating…it is our 

responsibility to enhance our efforts 

to turn the tide and protect the future 

of our planet”4 
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