
The bushfires that swept across Australia 2019/20 

were shocking in their ferociousness and scale. The 

fires killed at least 34 people,12 and destroyed over 

5,900 buildings - including 2,779 homes.13 As of March 

2020 the fires had burnt an estimated 186,000Km214 - 

that’s an area greater than the whole of England. 

(130,395Km2) The fires also had a massive effect on 

the nation’s biodiversity. 

 

 

“In south-east Australia, the 

frequency of very high and extreme 

fire danger days is expected to rise.”15 

 

The mega fires consumed everything in their path and 

left little to enable a recovery of the pre-existing 

ecosystems.16  

 

Fire is a natural part of an ash forest life cycle. They 

periodically clear out older stands to make way for 

new growth. But the extent and intensity of the fires 

in 2019-20 were such that they killed the trees.10 

Many forests will be able to regenerate but some may 

never return to their former condition and revert to 

open woodland or grassland. Then the forests could 

be lost forever. These drastic and extensive changes 

to the landscape have major implications for 

Australia’s diverse wildlife. The fires in Eungella 

National Park, for example, threatened frogs and 

reptiles that do not live anywhere else.16 

 

“Koalas have a very limited capability 

to adapt to rapid human-induced 

Climate Change…making then very 

vulnerable to its negative impacts.”6 
 

Koalas are particularly vulnerable to bushfires. Their 

slow movement and tree dwelling lifestyle make it 

difficult for them to escape.6 Dozens of injured koalas 

were carried to “hospitals” every day. Many were 

treated for their burns and some survived - but many 

more were incinerated in the forest fires and nobody 

knows how many died.17 

 

Sadly, the problems for the koala, and many other 

forest species, do not end with the fires. The animals 

that managed to survive by fleeing or going 

underground, return to these devastated areas to find 

their habitats no longer have the resources to support 

them.18 The mega-fires of 2019-20 had a devastating 

effect on koala populations – particularly in localised 

areas most severely affected by the fires.7  

The tragic result is that the koala as a species may be 

functionally extinct – that is no longer be genetically 

viable – in many areas.19  

“Where all was burned to ash.”2 

 



Experts believe that the fires will inevitably result in 

further declines in koala populations in the future.20 

 

“Climate change is happening now, 

and we are seeing the effects of it.”16 

 

Fires are becoming more intense and more frequent. 

The Australian megafires of 2019-20 joined a long list 

that have raged across the planet – in Greece, 

California, and the Amazon.19 These are the clearest 

indication yet that Climate Change is driving fire 

activity.16 

 

“Warming is projected to continue 

through the 21st Century.”21 

 

The Earth’s climate is changing. Since the start of the 

Industrial Revolution global concentrations of CO2 

have increased from 280parts per million (ppm) to 

over 415ppm today.22  

Human activities are estimated to have already 

caused a 1.0oC rise in of global temperatures above 

pre-industrial levels and global warming is likely to 

reach 1.5oC between 2030 and 2052 if emissions 

continue at the current rates.23 

 

High temperatures and drought and more frequent 

wildfires are all linked to Climate Change and these 

are destroying ecosystems around the world.16 But we 

should not be surprised by such events. Humanity was 

forewarned of the consequences of its activities and 

the effects of a warming atmosphere.  

 

In 2012 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) stated that the observed and projected 

changes in some regions of Australia due to Climate 

Change will include increasing dryness, the occurrence 

of high-impact drought events due to substantial 

reductions in rainfall and an increased frequency and 

intensity of fires.15 One of the key risks identified by 

the IPCC is the increased damage to ecosystems due 

to wildfires in Southern Australia.21 

 

“Australia is one of the highest per 

capita CO2 emitters in the world.”24 
 

Australia accounts for 1.3% of global emissions based 

on carbon dioxide released from within the country. 

But Australia is also the world’s largest coal exporter 

and one of the world’s largest natural gas (LNG) 

exporters. Consequently, Australia’s global footprint is 

very significant – contributing nearly 5% of the world’s 

emissions.24 Australia is now suffering the devastating 

consequences of its own greenhouse gas emissions. 



 

“Wildfires have turned southeast 

Australia into a charred apocalyptic 

nightmare and threaten to wipe out 

entire species of animal.”25 
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